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Darby Sans 
Poster

High-contrast sans serifs offer a sort of beauty 
and refinement we more typically associate with 
serif letters that connote luxury and elegance. 
Darby Sans Poster mixes the traditional genre of 
the transitional letter with a stripped down sans 
form, thus creating a more modern display type.

Published 
2014
 
Designed by 
Paul Barnes & dan milne
 
14 styles
7 weights w/ ITALICS

Features
PROPORTIONAL oldstyle/LINING FIGURES
FRACTIONS
SUPERSCRIPT/SUBSCRIPT

Sans letters with high contrast reappeared in Britain in the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, and Darby Sans 
Poster draws on these sources: lettering found on memorials, 
lettering on coins, and later in the typefaces of the Figgins 
foundry. Whilst Darby Sans chooses a simple slanted italic, 
Darby Sans Poster’s italics are patterned on the condensed 
and upright style of Joseph Fry. More limited than its lower 
contrast sibling, Darby Sans Poster works best at large sizes 
where its beauty can truly sparkle.
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Darby Sans Poster Thin
Darby Sans Poster Thin Italic
Darby Sans Poster Extra Light
Darby Sans Poster Extra Light Italic
Darby Sans Poster Light
Darby Sans Poster Light Italic
Darby Sans Poster Regular
Darby Sans Poster Regular Italic
Darby Sans Poster Medium
Darby Sans Poster Medium Italic
Darby Sans Poster Bold
Darby Sans Poster Bold Italic
Darby Sans Poster Black
Darby Sans Poster Black Italic
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Directional
Biennial
Câştigătorii
Efterårsferie
Magħżul
Correspond

Darby Sans Poster thin, 100 Pt

Darby Sans Poster thin italic, 100 Pt
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Industrialize
Criações
Vaikeuksissa

Éclectique
delight
Associates

Darby Sans Poster extra light, 100 Pt

Darby Sans Poster extra light italic, 100 Pt
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Queen May
Įspūdžiai
Panopticon

Exclusivity
ricerca
Nagađanja

Darby Sans Poster light, 100 Pt   [alternate g]

Darby Sans Poster light italic, 100 Pt
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Showcased
afbrigði
Utställning

Kärkityötä
vintage
Realismus

Darby Sans Poster regular, 100 Pt   [alternate a]

Darby Sans Poster regular italic, 100 Pt
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Ilustración
ORBITals
Patagonia

Sørbråten
Přiznal
Wanderer

Darby Sans Poster medium, 100 Pt   [alternate w]

Darby Sans Poster medium italic, 100 Pt
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Magnetics
theater
Confidant

Analepsis
regista
Comforts

Darby Sans Poster bold, 100 Pt

Darby Sans Poster bold italic, 100 Pt



Darby Sans Poster		  9 of 23

commercialtype.comCommercial

Generates
Różniła
Flickering

Écossaise
cantos
Weißbier

Darby Sans Poster black, 100 Pt   

Darby Sans Poster black italic, 100 Pt
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hoteisiinsa
Anthropogenic
essentialism
Omstandigheden
disponibile
Forhåpentligvis
Važiuojančią
Bioluminescence

Darby Sans Poster Thin, 70 pt

Darby Sans Poster Thin italic, 70 pt

Darby Sans Poster Extra Light, 70 pt

Darby Sans Poster Extra Light Italic, 70 pt   
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Naperville
Eurovéloroute 
application 
Quattrocentism
Nourished 
Literatūrologę
Švajčiarsku
Klassifikazzjoni 

Darby Sans Poster Light, 70 pt

Darby Sans Poster Light italic, 70 pt   

Darby Sans Poster regular, 70 pt   [alternate a]

Darby Sans Poster regular italic, 70 pt
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CAMBRIDGE
Brittitrilleristä
MOVEMENTS
Infrastructures
tRACTIONS
Schaffhausen 
afbrigðum
Cérémonieuse

Darby Sans Poster medium, 70 pt

Darby Sans Poster medium italic, 70 pt

Darby Sans Poster bold, 70 pt   

Darby Sans Poster bold italic, 70 pt
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Cerâmicas
Satisfactorily
authority
Friendlessness

Darby Sans Poster black, 70 pt  

Darby Sans Poster black italic, 70 pt
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Grundlæggeren af modehuset
an agency of culture
Oeuvres vendues plus €96.502 

Japanese manufactured groupsets
Zesde grootste meer ter 
Ediţia din acest an a evenimentului

Her own private lacuna in Mali
Die Megastars des Pop
Sandstone cut at the quarries

Monocoque carbon frame moulds
Photos Of Graffiti Mecca
Exclusive peek at this season’s look

Darby Sans Poster Thin, 36 pt

Darby Sans Poster Thin italic, 36 pt

Darby Sans Poster Extra Light, 36 pt   [alternate a]

Darby Sans Poster Extra Light Italic, 36 pt
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Memoria arriva all’improvviso
240 heures de lumière
De appeltjes zijn in overvloed

Top 60 Dutch urban innovations
outrageous & thrilling 
National organisation for saving

Un cisne en casa de los reyes
elegant mysterie bok
Golden epoch of filmmaking

Ekspansion og omstrukturering
Možda će neki istoričar
Eye shadow purchased for 60%

Darby Sans Poster Light, 36 pt

Darby Sans Poster Light italic, 36 pt   [swash &]

Darby Sans Poster Regular, 36 pt   [alternate a]

Darby Sans Poster Regular Italic, 36 pt
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Wondering aloud she utters
FOUNTAINS SPARKLE AT

Jesen v newyorških galerijah

Cliff camping in the Swiss Alps
Među prvim mirisima po
Dreams never end just remain

New political parties get 3% 
had 496,000 volumes
Consejo de Administración

Progressivement Disparaître
With impeccable logic 
Transcended the typecasting

Darby Sans Poster Medium, 36 pt   [alternate w g]

Darby Sans Poster Medium Italic, 36 pt

Darby Sans Poster Bold, 36 pt   [alternate 6 9]

Darby Sans Poster Bold Italic, 36 pt
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Mais avec ses 5 jours fériés
1931 MUSIC RECORDING
Hugtakið er líka notað yfir

Avrupa Birliği’ne üye olmak
huge tonal reversals
Pleating on woolen clothing 

Darby Sans Poster black, 36 pt

Darby Sans Poster black italic, 36 pt
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Cumhurbaşkanlığı
Transgenerational
Wereldkampioen
Memorialisations
Completamente
Koffieliefhebber

Darby Sans Poster Thin, 60 Pt   

Darby Sans Poster Extra Light, 60 Pt  

Darby Sans Poster Light, 60 Pt   [alternate w]

Darby Sans Poster Regular, 60 Pt   [alternate a]

Darby Sans Poster Medium, 60 Pt

Darby Sans Poster Bold, 60 Pt

Byplanleggeren
Darby Sans Poster black, 60 Pt  
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Superendividamento
Zinngießerwerkstatt
Samoinicijativnosti
Tilfinningaþrungið
Unconsentaneous
Romanticization

Darby Sans Poster Thin italic, 60 Pt

Darby Sans Poster Extra Light italic, 60 Pt  

Darby Sans Poster Light italic, 60 Pt

Darby Sans Poster Regular italic, 60 Pt

Darby Sans Poster Medium italic, 60 Pt

Darby Sans Poster Bold italic, 60 Pt   

Empfehlenswert
Darby Sans Poster black italic, 60 Pt
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UPPERCASE

LowerCASE

STANDARD PUNCTUATION

ALL CAP PUNCTUATION

LIGATURES

Proportional oldstyle 
default figures

PROPORTIONAL lining 

Tabular OLDSTYLE

Tabular lining

PREBUILT FRACTIONS

NUMERATORS & 
DENOMINATORS

SUPERSCRIPT & 
SUBSCRIPT

stylistic alternates

ACCENTED UPPERCASE

ACCENTED LOWER CASE
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UPPERCASE

LowerCASE

STANDARD PUNCTUATION

ALL CAP PUNCTUATION

LIGATURES

Proportional oldstyle 
default figures

PROPORTIONAL lining 

Tabular OLDSTYLE

Tabular lining

PREBUILT FRACTIONS

NUMERATORS & 
DENOMINATORS

SUPERSCRIPT & 
SUBSCRIPT

stylistic alternates

ACCENTED UPPERCASE

ACCENTED LOWER CASE
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language feature 
Polski (Polish) kreska accent

LANGUAGE FEATURE 
Română (Romanian) s accent

ŹródłA Ślady możliwość
ÎNSUŞI conştiinţa ştiinţifice

ŹródłA Ślady możliwość 
ÎNSUŞI conştiinţa ştiinţifice

PROPORTIONAL OLDSTYLE 
default figures

PROPORTIONAL LINING 

all caps 
opens up spacing, moves 
punctuation up

Sale Price:	 $3,460  €1,895
Originally:	 ¥7,031  £9,215
Sale Price:	 $3,460  €1,895
Originally:	 ¥7,031  £9,215

Quilt & [Cover] @ $11.99

Sale Price:	 $3,460  €1,895
Originally:	 ¥7,031  £9,215
Sale Price:	 $3,460  €1,895
Originally:	 ¥7,031  £9,215

Quilt & [Cover] @ $11.99

opentype FEATUREs
family wide

21/03/10 and 2 1/18 460/920FRACTIONS 
ignores numeric date format

21/03/10 and 2 1/18 460/920

x158 + y23 × z18 − a4260SUPERscript/superior x158 + y23 × z18 − a4260
x158 ÷ y23 × z18 − a4260subscript/inferior x158 ÷ y23 × z18 − a4260

0123456789 0123456789NUMERATOR 
for making arbitrary fractions

0123456789 0123456789
0123456789 0123456789DENOMINATOR 

for making arbitrary fractions
0123456789 0123456789

DEACTIVATED ACTIVATED

opentype FEATUREs
roman

opentype FEATUREs
roman & Italic

opentype FEATUREs
italic

DEACTIVATED

DEACTIVATED

DEACTIVATED

ACTIVATED

ACTIVATED

ACTIVATED

STYLISTIC SET 01 
alternate a

swash 
&

STYLISTIC SET 03 
alternate W

STYLISTIC SET 06 
swash &

STYLISTIC SET 02 
alternate g

STYLISTIC SET 05 
alternate &

STYLISTIC SET 04 
alternate 6 9

STYLISTIC ALTERNATES 
Illustrator/Photoshop

STYLISTIC ALTERNATES 
Illustrator/Photoshop

Teams average several goals Teams average several goals

Coffee & Tea & Conversations Coffee & Tea & Conversations

WoWing HollyWooD! WoWing HollyWooD!

Information & Museum Tours Information & Museum Tours

Pettifogger gaining gratingly Pettifogger gaining gratingly 

His Grand & Gallant Proposal His Grand & Gallant Proposal

Nearly 90,600 settlers in 1669 Nearly 90,600 settlers in 1669

His 906 Magnanimous Wins His 906 Magnanimous Wins

Her party won in 2006 & 2009 Her party won in 2006 & 2009
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Paul Barnes (born 1970) is a graphic designer specializing 
in the fields of lettering, typography, type design, and 
publication design. In the early 1990s he worked for Roger 
Black in New York where he was involved in redesigns of 
Newsweek, US and British Esquire and Foreign Affairs. Dur-
ing this time he art directed Esquire Gentleman and U&lc. 
He later returned to America to be art director of the 
music magazine Spin. Since 1995 he has lived and worked 
in London. He has formed a long term collaboration with 
Peter Saville, which has resulted in such diverse work as 
identities for Givenchy, ‘Original Modern’ for Manchester 
and numerous music based projects, such as Gay Dad, 
New Order, Joy Division and Electronic. Independently he 
has created identities for luxury Italian shoe manufacturer 
Gianvito Rossi, and German publisher Schirmer Graf. 

Barnes has also been an advisor and consultant on 
numerous publications, notably The Sunday Times Maga-
zine, The Guardian and The Observer Newspapers, GQ, 
Wallpaper*, Harper’s Bazaar and frieze. He has designed 
many books for publishers all over Europe including 
Schirmer Mosel, Oxford University Press, the Tate, and 
the iconic Schirmer Graf series. Following the redesign of 
The Guardian, as part of the team headed by Mark Porter, 
Barnes was awarded the Black Pencil from the D&AD. 
They were also nominated for the Design Museum ‘De-
signer of the Year’. In September 2006, with Schwartz he 
was named one of the 40 most influential designers under 
40 in Wallpaper*. A year later The Guardian named him as 
one of the 50 best designers in Britain.

Dan Milne is a type designer and graphic designer based 
in Melbourne. Dan studied Mechanical Engineering for 
three years before completing a Bachelor of Visual Com-
munication at Monash University. In 2009 Dan completed 
a Masters in Type Design at The Royal Academy of Art 
(KABK) in The Netherlands. Dan has created custom and 
retail typefaces for clients including House Industries and 
Commercial Type, and has collaborated with local Austra-
lian designers to produce typefaces for institutions includ-
ing MUMA and MADA. Dan has been teaching graphic 
design, typography and digital font design subjects at 
Monash University since 2006.

about the designers

© 2014 Commercial Type.  
All rights reserved.  
Commercial® is a registered trademark & Darby™ is a 
trademark of Schwartzco Inc., dba Commercial Type.  
 
This file may be used for evaluation purposes only.

copyright

Afrikaans, Albanian, Asturian, Basque, Breton, Bosnian, 
Catalan, Cornish, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, English, 
Esperanto, Estonian, Faroese, Finnish, French, Galician, 
German, Greenlandic, Guarani, Hawaiian, Hungarian, Ibo, 
Icelandic, Indonesian, Irish, Gaelic, Italian, Kurdish, Latin, 
Latvian, Lithuanian, Livonian, Malagasy, Maltese, Maori, 
Moldavian, Norwegian, Occitan, Polish, Portuguese, 
Romanian, Romansch, Saami, Samoan, Scots, Scottish 
Gaelic, Serbian (Latin), Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish (Castillian), 
Swahili, Swedish, Tagalog, Turkish, Walloon, Welsh, Wolof

supported languages

Commercial Type 
110 Lafayette Street, #203
New York, New York 10013

office	 212 604-0955
fax	 212 925-2701  
www.commercialtype.com

contact

Darby Sans Poster Thin
Darby Sans Poster Thin Italic
Darby Sans Poster Extra Light
Darby Sans Poster Extra Light Italic
Darby Sans Poster Light
Darby Sans Poster Light Italic
Darby Sans Poster Regular
Darby Sans Poster Regular Italic
Darby Sans Poster Medium
Darby Sans Poster Medium Italic
Darby Sans Poster Bold
Darby Sans Poster Bold Italic
Darby Sans Poster Black
Darby Sans Poster Black Italic

styles included in complete family


