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ABOUT

Name: Thanatos
Styles: 48
Year Released: 2023
Genre: Serif
Formats: Variable TTF, OTF, TTF, WOFF, WOFF2
Designer: Matthijs Herzberg

A typeface two years in the making; my most 
ambitious project to date. Eight weights, three 
optical sizes, in Roman and Italic. Chuck-full of 
opentype features? You bet.

Thanatos has roots in calligraphy and wood 
carving (a skill I’ve tried to pick up but haven’t 
gotten very good at)—as shown by the ragged cuts 
on circular strokes, broken counterforms, and 
subtly concave stems.

Originally conceived as a custom typeface for a 
short horror film, Thanatos has sharp features 
and knife-like serifs. However, this aesthetic isn’t 
inherently aggressive—it lends an air of 
craftsmanship and solidity. No coincidence, as a 
strong influence on Thanatos is Berthold Wolpe’s 
1930’s Arts & Crafts banger Albertus (used as a 
credit font throughout Jon Carpenter’s entire 
filmography).

Said influence shows most clearly in Thanatos’ 
contrast structure: while horizontal and vertical 
strokes are almost even in thickness (like a sans 
serif), connections between strokes, like between 
the bowls of the “g” or the shoulder onto the 
stem of “n”, are razor sharp.

These delicate features are awesome for display 
sizes, but become muddy when set smaller. Hence, 
Thanatos Text was developed, which features more 
robust stroke connections and serifs, as well as 
wider forms and more generous spacing. The Deck 
cut forms a welcome solution for all those pesky 
in-between cases.

Thanatos is the most versatile type family I’ve yet 
released, but does not sacrifice character one bit 
to do so. I hope that it can help you to focus your 
death drive on the things important in life.
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Thin

As weights increase, 
the proportions of 
letterforms get wider.
This is more 
noticeable in the 
display cut, and less 
so in the text cut.

Light

Book

Regular

Semi
Bold

Bold

Extra
Bold

Black

FAMILY OVERVIEW  8 Weights
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As their names indicate, the display cut is meant for large sizes (48pt and up), 
whereas the text cut is for smaller stu —generally below 24 pt or so. The deck 
cut sits in between, and shines around 24-48 pt. That said, it is all dependant on 
the medium and situation, so take these as recommendations, not rules. In 
addition, the rough forms of the text cut can look great for display too.

Comparison at 96 pt

Comparison at 14 pt

Narrower letterforms Tighter Spacing

Sharp connections Pointy serifs

Wider letterforms Looser Spacing

Thicker connections Blunted serifs

Muddy!

Clear!

Display

Deck

Text

Display

Deck

Text

FAMILY OVERVIEW  3 Optical Sizes Display, Deck, Text
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Broken stroke connections

Bottom Serifs

Swooshy Endstroke

Narrower Counterspaces

Wider Counterspaces

Entirely di erent forms

No Bottom Serifs

Sharper Entry Stroke

Smooth Stroke Connections

The Italic uppercase uses the same forms as the Roman, but slanted (and 
optically adjusted to look nice). The lowercase, however, uses a di erent ductus 
(a fancy word for a calligraphic model), which emulates cursive writing motions, 
but still with the same parameters as the roman to help the two relate.
In some letters, this is very noticeable. In others, it’s very very noticeable.

FAMILY OVERVIEW  2 Styles Roman & Italic 
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STYLES display thin 96pt
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STYLES display thin italic 96pt
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STYLES display light 96pt
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STYLES display light italic 96pt
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STYLES display book 96pt



HerzbergDesign.com

ΜΜ

© Herzberg Design Co Thanatos Specimen

THANATOS

STYLES display book italic 96pt
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STYLES display regular 96pt
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STYLES display italic 96pt
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STYLES display semi bold 96pt
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STYLES display semi bold italic 96pt
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STYLES display bold 96pt
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STYLES display bold italic 96pt
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STYLES display extra bold 96pt



HerzbergDesign.com

ΜΤ

© Herzberg Design Co Thanatos Specimen

THANATOS

STYLES display extra bold italic 96pt
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STYLES display black 96pt
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STYLES display black italic 96pt
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STYLES Thin Deck

42pt

34pt

26pt
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STYLES Light Deck

42pt

34pt

26pt
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STYLES Book Deck

42pt

34pt

26pt
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STYLES Regular Deck

42pt

34pt

26pt
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STYLES Semi Bold Deck

42pt

34pt

26pt
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STYLES Bold Deck

42pt

34pt

26pt
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STYLES Extra Bold Deck

42pt

34pt

26pt
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STYLES Black Deck

42pt

34pt

26pt
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STYLES Thin Text

18pt

14pt

12pt 10pt



HerzbergDesign.com

ΞΜ

© Herzberg Design Co Thanatos Specimen

THANATOS

18pt

14pt

12pt 10pt

STYLES Light Text
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18pt

14pt

12pt 10pt

STYLES Book Text
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18pt

14pt

12pt 10pt

STYLES Regular Text
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18pt

14pt

12pt 10pt

STYLES Semi Bold Text
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18pt

14pt
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STYLES Bold Text
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18pt

14pt

12pt 10pt

STYLES Extra Bold Text
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18pt

14pt

12pt 10pt

STYLES Black Text
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STYLE COMBINATIONS
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STYLE COMBINATIONS
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STYLE COMBINATIONS
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CHARACTER SET

Uppercase

Lowercase

Small Capitals

Figures: Lining, Oldstyle, Superscript, Subscript, Numerators, Denominators
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Uppercase Latin Extended

Lowercase Latin Extended

CHARACTER SET
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Swash Capitals Latin Extended

Alternates

CHARACTER SET
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Math Symbols

Punctuation

Ligatures

Currency Symbols

CHARACTER SET
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OPENTYPE FEATURES

SS01: Alternate A

SS02: Alternate E

Arrows & Ornament

Uppercase Punctuation

Circled Numerals

CHARACTER SET
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SS03: Alternate J

SS04: Alternate Q

SS05: Alternate U

SS06: Alternate Dutch IJ

Standard Ligatures

Discretionary Ligatures

Oldstyle Figures

OPENTYPE FEATURES
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Localized Forms

Case Sensitive Forms

OPENTYPE FEATURES

Subscript, Superscript, and Arbitrary Fractions
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SS07: Circled Numbers

SS08: Negative Circled Numbers

Small Capitals

Capitals to Small Capitals

OPENTYPE FEATURES
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LANGUAGES SUPPORTED

Abenaki
Afaan Oromo
Afar
Afrikaans
Albanian
Alsatian
Amis
Anuta
Aragonese
Aranese
Aromanian
Arrernte
Arvanitic (Latin)
Asturian
Atayal
Aymara
Azerbaijani
Bashkir (Latin)
Basque
Belarusian (Latin)
Bemba
Bikol
Bislama
Bosnian
Breton
Cape Verdean Creole
Catalan
Cebuano
Chamorro
Chavacano
Chichewa
Chickasaw
Cimbrian
Cofán
Cornish
Corsican
Creek
Crimean Tatar (Latin)
Croatian
Czech
Danish
Dawan
Delaware
Dholuo
Drehu
Dutch
English
Esperanto
Estonian
Faroese
Fijian
Filipino
Finnish
Folkspraak
French

Frisian
Friulian
Gagauz (Latin)
Galician
Ganda
Genoese
German
Gikuyu
Gooniyandi
Greenlandic (Kalaallisut)
Guadeloupean Creole
Gwich’in
Haitian Creole
Hän
Hawaiian
Hiligaynon
Hopi
Hotcąk (Latin)
Hungarian
Icelandic
Ido
Igbo
Ilocano
Indonesian
Interglossa
Interlingua
Irish
Istro-Romanian
Italian
Jamaican
Javanese (Latin)
Jèrriais
Kaingang
Kala Lagaw Ya
Kapampangan (Latin)
Kaqchikel
Karakalpak (Latin)
Karelian (Latin)
Kashubian
Kikongo
Kinyarwanda
Kiribati
Kirundi
Klingon
Kurdish (Latin)
Ladin
Latin
Latino sine Flexione
Latvian
Lithuanian
Lojban
Lombard
Low Saxon
Luxembourgish
Maasai

Makhuwa
Malay
Maltese
Manx
Māori
Marquesan
Megleno-Romanian
Meriam Mir
Mirandese
Mohawk
Moldovan
Montagnais
Montenegrin
Murrinh-Patha
Nagamese Creole
Nahuatl
Ndebele
Neapolitan
Ngiyambaa
Niuean
Noongar
Norwegian
Novial
Occidental
Occitan
Old Icelandic
Old Norse
Oshiwambo
Ossetian (Latin)
Palauan
Papiamento
Piedmontese
Polish
Portuguese
Potawatomi
Q’eqchi’
Quechua
Rarotongan
Romanian
Romansh
Rotokas
Sami (Inari Sami)
Sami (Lule Sami)
Sami (Northern Sami)
Sami (Southern Sami)
Samoan
Sango
Saramaccan
Sardinian
Scottish Gaelic
Serbian (Latin)
Seri
Seychellois Creole
Shawnee
Shona

Sicilian
Silesian
Slovak
Slovenian
Slovio (Latin)
Somali
Sorbian (Lower Sorbian)
Sorbian (Upper Sorbian)
Sotho (Northern)
Sotho (Southern)
Spanish
Sranan
Sundanese (Latin)
Swahili
Swazi
Swedish
Tagalog
Tahitian
Tetum
Tok Pisin
Tokelauan
Tongan
Tshiluba
Tsonga
Tswana
Tumbuka
Turkish
Turkmen (Latin)
Tuvaluan
Tzotzil
Uzbek (Latin)
Venetian
Vepsian
Volapük
Võro
Wallisian
Walloon
Waray-Waray
Warlpiri
Wayuu
Welsh
Wik-Mungkan
Wiradjuri
Wolof
Xavante
Xhosa
Yapese
Yindjibarndi
Zapotec
Zarma
Zazaki
Zulu
Zuni
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