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ABOUT

Name: Schmaltzy
Styles: 8
Year Released: 2022
Genre: Blackletter
Formats: Variable TTF, OTF, TTF, WOFF, WOFF2
Designer: Matthijs Herzberg

Schmaltzy is about as relaxed as a blackletter can 
get. It contains not a single sharp edge, only 
smooth curves flowing gleefully into one another.
This concept was once applied by Oswald Cooper 
to his Roman typeface, Cooper Oldstyle, the most 
famous weight of which saw popular success 
under the name “Cooper Black”.
It could be said that Schmaltzy is to a blackletter 
what Cooper Oldstyle is to a Roman: Cooper 
Blackletter.

But that’s a bit reductive. Schmaltzy is also a 
modernization of classical blackletter faces, 
legible to today’s reader and with far fewer 
connotations than other blackletters. If you’re 
looking for a fresh, friendly, and highly usable take 
on the genre, look no further.

Ultimately based on calligraphic hands, Schmaltzy 
merges a weight and width-axis into one: a nib 
size axis. As the weight goes up, the typeface 
expands in width considerably too, which can help 
you fit your type more easily, as well as allow for 
dramatic contrasts.

By default, Schmaltzy’s characteristics are more 
vanilla: the standard capitals are more akin to 
Roman forms, which makes them easily 
recognizable to today’s eyes, and appropriate for 
use in an all-caps setting. However, with a click of 
the button, they can be switched to beautiful, 
ornamental fraktur caps–great for a more historical 
or fantasy-esque vibe.
Similarly, Schmaltzy contains an abundance of 
alternates and opentype features that allow you to 
control the level of spice, and generally help you 
set some powerful, versatile type. It’s all about the 
details, and this daddy has lots of them!
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Thin

As weights increase, 
the proportions of 
the letters get much 
wider too—as seen in 
real life calligraphy!

Light

Book

Regular

Medium

Bold

Black

Ultra

FAMILY OVERVIEW  8 weights

Finial

Alt y

Standard Ligature

Discretionary Ligature

Alt a

Swash cap

Swash cap
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One of Schmaltzy’s more notable features are the swash caps, which can turn the 
default caps into fraktur-styled counterparts. The default caps are closer to Roman 
letters and simpler. Therefore they are easier to recognize for most people, and also 
hold up better in an all-caps setting. The swash caps add more flair and are quite 
funky, but be careful using them all-caps: with great power comes great responsibility.

There’s a couple more ways to spice Schmaltzy up or down: alternates, finials (swashy 
letters at the end of a word) and ornaments, for instance. See them all listed in the 
OpenType section of this specimen, alongside more “invisible” features that will help 
your text look as good as it possibly could with little e ort on your end.

Read the full story of Schmaltzy (and test it interactively) on HerzbergDesign.com/Schmaltzy

FAMILY OVERVIEW  details
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STYLES thin lowercase 80pt
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STYLES thin uppercase 80pt
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STYLES light lowercase 80pt
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STYLES light uppercase 80pt
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STYLES book lowercase 80pt
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STYLES book uppercase 80pt
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STYLES regular lowercase 80pt
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STYLES regular uppercase 80pt
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STYLES medium lowercase 80pt
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STYLES medium uppercase 80pt
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STYLES bold lowercase 80pt
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STYLES bold uppercase 84pt
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STYLES black lowercase 80pt
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STYLES black uppercase 80pt



HerzbergDesign.com

ΜΤ

© Herzberg Design Co Schmaltzy Specimen

SCHMALTZY

STYLES ultra lowercase 80pt
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STYLES ultra uppercase 80pt
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STYLES thin 

44pt

32pt

20pt

14pt
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STYLES light

44pt

32pt

20pt

14pt
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STYLES book

44pt

32pt

20pt

14pt
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STYLES regular

44pt

32pt

20pt

14pt
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STYLES medium

44pt

32pt

20pt

14pt
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STYLES bold

44pt

32pt

20pt

14pt
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STYLES black

44pt

32pt

20pt

14pt
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STYLES ultra

44pt

32pt

20pt

14pt
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STYLES combinations 80pt
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STYLES combinations 80pt
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CHARACTER SET

Uppercase

Lowercase

Swash Capitals

Figures: Lining, Oldstyle, Superscript, Subscript, Numerators, Denominators
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Uppercase Latin Extended

Lowercase Latin Extended

CHARACTER SET
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Swash Capitals Latin Extended

Alternates

Finials

CHARACTER SET
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Math Symbols

Punctuation

Ligatures

Currency Symbols

CHARACTER SET
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OPENTYPE FEATURES

SS01: Alternate a, g, y

SS02: Alternate h

SS03: Alternate z, ß

Contextual Alternate Finials

Arrows & Ornament

Uppercase punctuation

CHARACTER SET



HerzbergDesign.com

ΞΡ

© Herzberg Design Co Schmaltzy Specimen

SCHMALTZY

Swash capitals

Oldstyle figures

Localized Forms

Subscript, Superscript, and Arbitrary Fractions

OPENTYPE FEATURES
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Slashed Zero

Case Sensitive Forms

Most OpenType features are made to work together. For 
isntance, the ligature “ck” can also be given the finial tail 
swash of the unligated “k”, andsoforth.

OPENTYPE FEATURES
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LANGUAGES SUPPORTED

Abenaki
Afaan Oromo
Afar
Afrikaans
Albanian
Alsatian
Amis
Anuta
Aragonese
Aranese
Aromanian
Arrernte
Arvanitic (Latin)
Asturian
Atayal
Aymara
Azerbaijani
Bashkir (Latin)
Basque
Belarusian (Latin)
Bemba
Bikol
Bislama
Bosnian
Breton
Cape Verdean Creole
Catalan
Cebuano
Chamorro
Chavacano
Chichewa
Chickasaw
Cimbrian
Cofán
Cornish
Corsican
Creek
Crimean Tatar (Latin)
Croatian
Czech
Danish
Dawan
Delaware
Dholuo
Drehu
Dutch
English
Esperanto
Estonian
Faroese
Fijian
Filipino
Finnish
Folkspraak
French

Frisian
Friulian
Gagauz (Latin)
Galician
Ganda
Genoese
German
Gikuyu
Gooniyandi
Greenlandic (Kalaallisut)
Guadeloupean Creole
Gwich’in
Haitian Creole
Hän
Hawaiian
Hiligaynon
Hopi
Hotcąk (Latin)
Hungarian
Icelandic
Ido
Igbo
Ilocano
Indonesian
Interglossa
Interlingua
Irish
Istro-Romanian
Italian
Jamaican
Javanese (Latin)
Jèrriais
Kaingang
Kala Lagaw Ya
Kapampangan (Latin)
Kaqchikel
Karakalpak (Latin)
Karelian (Latin)
Kashubian
Kikongo
Kinyarwanda
Kiribati
Kirundi
Klingon
Kurdish (Latin)
Ladin
Latin
Latino sine Flexione
Latvian
Lithuanian
Lojban
Lombard
Low Saxon
Luxembourgish
Maasai

Makhuwa
Malay
Maltese
Manx
Māori
Marquesan
Megleno-Romanian
Meriam Mir
Mirandese
Mohawk
Moldovan
Montagnais
Montenegrin
Murrinh-Patha
Nagamese Creole
Nahuatl
Ndebele
Neapolitan
Ngiyambaa
Niuean
Noongar
Norwegian
Novial
Occidental
Occitan
Old Icelandic
Old Norse
Oshiwambo
Ossetian (Latin)
Palauan
Papiamento
Piedmontese
Polish
Portuguese
Potawatomi
Q’eqchi’
Quechua
Rarotongan
Romanian
Romansh
Rotokas
Sami (Inari Sami)
Sami (Lule Sami)
Sami (Northern Sami)
Sami (Southern Sami)
Samoan
Sango
Saramaccan
Sardinian
Scottish Gaelic
Serbian (Latin)
Seri
Seychellois Creole
Shawnee
Shona

Sicilian
Silesian
Slovak
Slovenian
Slovio (Latin)
Somali
Sorbian (Lower Sorbian)
Sorbian (Upper Sorbian)
Sotho (Northern)
Sotho (Southern)
Spanish
Sranan
Sundanese (Latin)
Swahili
Swazi
Swedish
Tagalog
Tahitian
Tetum
Tok Pisin
Tokelauan
Tongan
Tshiluba
Tsonga
Tswana
Tumbuka
Turkish
Turkmen (Latin)
Tuvaluan
Tzotzil
Uzbek (Latin)
Venetian
Vepsian
Volapük
Võro
Wallisian
Walloon
Waray-Waray
Warlpiri
Wayuu
Welsh
Wik-Mungkan
Wiradjuri
Wolof
Xavante
Xhosa
Yapese
Yindjibarndi
Zapotec
Zarma
Zazaki
Zulu
Zuni
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