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ABOUT

Name: Cloisterfuch
Styles: 1
Year Released: 2019
Genre: Blackletter
Formats: OTF, TTF, WOFF, WOFF2
Designer: Matthijs Herzberg

Cloisterfuch is a chunky, striking blackletter that 
takes the varying pen angles and waisted strokes 
found in calligraphic scripts and pushes them to 
an extreme. The result is an exaggerated, blocky 
face with personality, best viewed large on the 
page. 

Cloisterfuch’s letterforms draw mostly on Textura 
Quadrata, with a little Fraktur influence in the 
majuscules. This is especially manifest in their 
robust, curvaceous, pendulous “elephant trunks”, 
a.k.a. “Schnorkels”. Cloisterfuch’s lowercase 
contains few such rounded strokes, as befits a 
traditional Textura.

This typeface is far from static, however. There 
are hardly any straight lines to be seen (only the 
hairline strokes, and even some of those are 
slightly waisted, such as the slash that defines 
the ø). Extreme flaring, waisting, and cupping can 
bestow a cartoonish quality on type. Cloisterfuch 
definitely walks that line, but doesn’t cross it. The 
result is a friendlier, less relentlessly brutal type 
than a Schaftstiefelgrotesk, for instance, although 
it’s hardly the Blackletter Lite™ you’d find on a 
poppy nu-metal album cover.

The letter and counter spacing provide a fine 
balance of black and white on the page, with black 
emerging victorious. That balance, plus the thick 
wedge-shaped blood drops languorously dripping 
from the top strokes of the r, c, and the crossbar 
of the t, helps keep one’s horror vacui4 in check.

Basically, if you’re looking for a playful, beefy, 
mostly PG-rated blackletter display face, 
Cloisterfuch might just be the ticket.

Description by Grendl Löfkvist, Typographica 2019

↑ Calligraphy by Andrey Martinov, a source of inspiration 
for Cloisterfuch. Note the changes in nib angle, and the 
flaring created by overlapping and rotating strokes, which 
set it apart from run-of-the-mill blackletter.
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STYLES lowercase 140pt
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STYLES uppercase 140pt
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STYLES lowercase 90pt
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STYLES uppercase 90pt
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Uppercase

Lowercase

Figures (Lining & Oldstyle)

CHARACTER SET
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Uppercase Latin Extended

CHARACTER SET
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CHARACTER SET

Lowercase Latin Extended

Swash Caps, Alternate “h” & Historical Alternates

Currency Symbols



HerzbergDesign.com

ΜΜ

© Herzberg Design Co Cloisterfuch Specimen

CLOISTERFUCH

CHARACTER SET

Punctuation Marks

Math Symbols & Precomposed Fractions

Uppercase Punctuation
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Standard & Discretionary Ligatures

Arrows & Ornament

CHARACTER SET
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Standard & Discretionary Ligatures

Alternate “h”

Swash Caps

Historical forms

Precomposed Fractions

OPENTYPE FEATURES
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Oldstyle Figures

Code-Activated Dingbats

Localized Forms

Case Sensitive Punctuation

OPENTYPE FEATURES
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LANGUAGES SUPPORTED

Abenaki
Afaan Oromo
Afar
Afrikaans
Albanian
Alsatian
Amis
Anuta
Aragonese
Aranese
Aromanian
Arrernte
Arvanitic (Latin)
Asturian
Atayal
Aymara
Azerbaijani
Bashkir (Latin)
Basque
Belarusian (Latin)
Bemba
Bikol
Bislama
Bosnian
Breton
Cape Verdean Creole
Catalan
Cebuano
Chamorro
Chavacano
Chichewa
Chickasaw
Cimbrian
Cofán
Cornish
Corsican
Creek
Crimean Tatar (Latin)
Croatian
Czech
Danish
Dawan
Delaware
Dholuo
Drehu
Dutch
English
Esperanto
Estonian
Faroese
Fijian
Filipino
Finnish
Folkspraak
French

Frisian
Friulian
Gagauz (Latin)
Galician
Ganda
Genoese
German
Gikuyu
Gooniyandi
Greenlandic (Kalaallisut)
Guadeloupean Creole
Gwich’in
Haitian Creole
Hän
Hawaiian
Hiligaynon
Hopi
Hotcąk (Latin)
Hungarian
Icelandic
Ido
Igbo
Ilocano
Indonesian
Interglossa
Interlingua
Irish
Istro-Romanian
Italian
Jamaican
Javanese (Latin)
Jèrriais
Kaingang
Kala Lagaw Ya
Kapampangan (Latin)
Kaqchikel
Karakalpak (Latin)
Karelian (Latin)
Kashubian
Kikongo
Kinyarwanda
Kiribati
Kirundi
Klingon
Kurdish (Latin)
Ladin
Latin
Latino sine Flexione
Latvian
Lithuanian
Lojban
Lombard
Low Saxon
Luxembourgish
Maasai

Makhuwa
Malay
Maltese
Manx
Māori
Marquesan
Megleno-Romanian
Meriam Mir
Mirandese
Mohawk
Moldovan
Montagnais
Montenegrin
Murrinh-Patha
Nagamese Creole
Nahuatl
Ndebele
Neapolitan
Ngiyambaa
Niuean
Noongar
Norwegian
Novial
Occidental
Occitan
Old Icelandic
Old Norse
Oshiwambo
Ossetian (Latin)
Palauan
Papiamento
Piedmontese
Polish
Portuguese
Potawatomi
Q’eqchi’
Quechua
Rarotongan
Romanian
Romansh
Rotokas
Sami (Inari Sami)
Sami (Lule Sami)
Sami (Northern Sami)
Sami (Southern Sami)
Samoan
Sango
Saramaccan
Sardinian
Scottish Gaelic
Serbian (Latin)
Seri
Seychellois Creole
Shawnee
Shona

Sicilian
Silesian
Slovak
Slovenian
Slovio (Latin)
Somali
Sorbian (Lower Sorbian)
Sorbian (Upper Sorbian)
Sotho (Northern)
Sotho (Southern)
Spanish
Sranan
Sundanese (Latin)
Swahili
Swazi
Swedish
Tagalog
Tahitian
Tetum
Tok Pisin
Tokelauan
Tongan
Tshiluba
Tsonga
Tswana
Tumbuka
Turkish
Turkmen (Latin)
Tuvaluanv
Tzotzil
Uzbek (Latin)
Venetian
Vepsian
Volapük
Võro
Wallisian
Walloon
Waray-Waray
Warlpiri
Wayuu
Welsh
Wik-Mungkan
Wiradjuri
Wolof
Xavante
Xhosa
Yapese
Yindjibarndi
Zapotec
Zarma
Zazaki
Zulu
Zuni
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